period of brotherly love and international amity in which the small
States can be confident of their absolute independence. On the contrary,
the small States, if they wish to survive, will have to integrate themselves
into one or another of the large blocs whose outline can be discerned
even now.

There is an old Russian proverb: 4C Heaven is high and the Tsar
far away.' ' In the case of Czechoslovakia, the equivalent of the Tsar
is considerably closer at hand than the Western Allies who once
before left Czechoslovakia in the lurch and were equally unable to
bring succour to Poland or Rumania. When President Benes finally
succeeded in making the trip to Moscow he brought back a close
alliance with Russia that was henceforth to be an essential factor
in Czechoslovakia's future. As Polish-Russian relations had gravely
deteriorated, confederation in that" direction was shelved. Britain
has given Russia a free hand in reshaping the frontiers of the future
Poland which will, no doubt, be such as are compatible with the
safety of Russia and Poland's other neighbours.

President Benes arrived in Moscow on December 11, 1943, and
the Treaty was signed on the following day. During the signature
ceremony Dr. Benes said :

"I wish to express my feelings of deep satisfaction at the fact
that to-day we have been able to sign this Agreement which I regard
as an act of paramount importance in our national history and in the
relationship between the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia.

"This Agreement has crowned the aspirations of Czechoslovakia
which have existed for over twenty years and which aimed at safe-
guarding our people and State from German imperialism.

"It is a natural stage in the course of the war, directed against
the inhuman and plundering German chauvinism which in the present
war strove to destroy the neighbouring Slav countries, Czechoslovakia,
Poland, Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union. It is a link in the future
order which will be beneficial to us and to all our Allies and will help*
to strengthen peace in Europe.

/'Allow me, Mr. Chairman, to thank you and all Soviet political
and military workers who have taken part in the realisation of this
Treaty.'

** It will be, as I said yesterday, a firm guarantee of a better future
for Czechoslovakia and her political, military, economic and cultural
co-operation with the brotherly peoples of the Soviet Union."

M. Kalinin, President of the Soviet Union, replied in the following
words:

" Mr. President, I welcome you in the name of the people of the
Soviet Union in our capital, Moscow,
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